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SEAT HAVING READILY ACCESSIBLE BASKET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Technical Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to seats located within bathrooms, and more 
particularly, to a moveable seat having a readily accessible basket. 

Description of Related Art 

Many elderly and disabled people require assistance in bathing. 
It is quite common for nurses to bathe their patients by sitting the patient 
upon a stool within a shower stall. The nurse then bathes the seated 
patient. However, it can be a very cumbersome process for the nurse to 
bathe the patient. First of all, the required bathing supplies (e.g., wash 
towels, brush, soap, shampoo, etc.) are not always within arms reach. 
Also, many times the nurse must hold the patient upright with one hand 
while simultaneously bathing the patient with the other hand. If the 
bathing supplies are not immediately available, the nurse must let go of 
the patient and quickly retrieve the bathing supplies. This can be 
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dangerous to the patient who may be left unsupported during the retrieval 
process. Additionally, many times, the nurse must move around the 
patient to bathe the patient from different sides. A seat is needed which 
allows the nurse to maintain support to a patient while providing ready 
access to the bathing supplies. 

Although there are no known prior art teachings of a device such 
as that disclosed herein, prior art references that discuss subject matter 
that bears some relation to matters discussed herein are U.S. Patent 
Number 4,061,395 to Boole (Boole), U.S. Patent Number 4,453,279 to 
Logsdon (Logsdon), and U.S. Patent Number 5,168,583 to Wanke 
(Wanke). 

Boole discloses a portable drawer for use under a four-legged 
chair. The drawer includes an enclosure having an open top and whose 
width is selectively adjustable for positioning of the enclosure between 
the four legs. The enclosure is mounted on the four legs for sliding 
movement into and out of the space between the four legs. Boole does 
disclose a drawer slidably attached to the underside of a chair. However, 
Boole does not disclose a basket which may be slid out from under a 
horizontal surface either from a forward or aft position. In addition, 
Boole does not disclose utilizing a slide assembly to reinforce the leg 
structure. Boole also does not teach or suggest a basket which may be 
affixed against the edge of the horizontal surface of the chair. 
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Logsdon discloses a bath rack assembly for use in a bath or shower 
stall having a bath seat appliance to store and retain toiletries and bathing 
materials within reach of a person utilizing the bath seat appliance. The 
bath rack assembly has an attachment bar which removably hooks onto 
5 the bath seat appliance and has a floor, back, and at least one retaining 
bar to retain the toiletries and bathing materials on the bath rack 
assembly. The floor and back of the rack assembly are also generally 
porous to prevent retaining of bathing water. A retaining bar is provided 
for attachment of a razor blade shaving device. A generally horizontal 

10 grid apparatus is attached to the retaining bar to provide a storage 
position for a bar of soap. Although Logsdon discloses a device 
providing access to shower supplies, Logsdon does not teach or suggest 
a stool having reinforced railing to supplement the structural integrity of 
the seat structure. Additionally, Logsdon does not teach or suggest a 

15 basket which is slidably attached to the underside of the shower seat. 
y^lX^y^ Wanke is a hygiene seat for h^dicapped persons which includes 
y/^ a rim having two cooperating tube?L The tubes are adjusted in an axial 
direction. In addition, the unde^ide of the rim include guide rails for 
receiving a tube or a board. Although Wanke discloses a tub which 

20 slides undemeath a seat, WiMike does not teach or suggest utilizing the 
guide rails to reinforce th/strength of the seat. In addition, Wanke does 
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not te^ch or suggest affixing the tube adjacent the horizontal surface of 
the seat. 

' It would be a distinct advantage to have a shower seat which 
allows a nurse to easily retrieve bathing supplies, improves the structural 
strength of the seat, and allows a basket to be affixed next to an edge of 
the horizontal surface of the seat. It is an object of the present invention 
to provide such an apparatus. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, the present invention is a portable seat assembly for 
use by a person bathing in a shower or bath/stall. The seat assembly 
includes a horizontal surface constructed g/i a rigid material. The seat 
assembly also includes a first support having a first leg, a second leg, and 
a first brace support connecting the firsi leg to the second leg. The seat 
assembly also includes a second sup/ort having a third leg, a fourth leg 
and a second brace support connecting the first leg to the second leg. 
The first brace support is affixied to an underside of the horizontal 
surface with the second brace /upport diagonally lying across the first 
brace support on the underside of the horizontal surface. In addition, the 
seat assembly includes a basket slidably mounted to the underside of the 
horizontal surface and /two guide rails for supporting the two 
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ovemanging edges of the basket on the underside of the horizontal 
surfiace. 

^ In another aspect, the present invention is a portable seat assembly 
for use by a person bathing. The seat assembly includes a horizontal 
surface constructed of a rigid material and four support legs attached to 
an underside of the horizontal surface. A basket is slidably mounted to 
the underside of the horizontal surface. 

In still another aspect, the present invention is a portable seat 
assembly for use by a person bathing having a horizontal surface 
constructed of a rigid material. The horizontal surface has a plurality of 
holes. A first support having a first leg, a second leg, and a first brace 
support connecting the first leg to the second leg is mounted on the 
underside of the horizontal surface. A second support having a third leg, 
a fourth leg and a second brace support connecting the first leg to the 
second leg is also mounted diagonally across the first brace support on 
the underside of the horizontal surface. A basket is slidably mounted to 
the underside of the horizontal surface. The basket includes a generally 
horizontal bottom surface and four generally vertical sides affixed to the 
bottom surface. The four sides and bottom surface form an enclosure for 
storing shower supplies. The basket also includes two overhanging 
edges extending outwardly fi'om a top portion of two opposing sides of 
the basket. Two guide rails are also mounted on the underside of the 



PATENT APPLICATION 
DOCKET NO. 1238-0006 

horizontal surface. Each guide rail forms a lip to support each 
overhanging edge of the basket. In addition, an adjustable rod is affixed 
to the horizontal surface and extends from the edge of the horizontal 
surface to retain the basket against the edge of the horizontal surface. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood and its numerous objects 
and advantages will become more apparent to those skilled in the art by 
reference to the following drawings, in conjunction with the 
accompanying specification, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a shower seat in the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the shower seat with the basket removed 
from the underside of the horizontal surface; 

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the shower seat of FIG. 2 with the 
basket removed from the shower seat; 

FIG. 4 is a front view of the leg, brace support, and leg removed 
from the horizontal surface; 

FIG. 5 is a front view of the basket removed from the seat; 

FIG. 6 is a partial side view of a portion of the shower seat having 
the basket affixed to a front edge of the horizontal surface; 
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FIG. 7 is a front view of the shower seat 10 without the basket in 
an alternate embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged partial view of the basket cover of FIG. 7 
with the basket; and 

FIG. 9 is a bottom view of the horizontal surface of FIG. 7. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a shower seat 10 in the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. The shower seat includes four 
support legs 12, 14, 16, and 18 supporting a horizontal surface 20. 
Underneath the horizontal surface is two parallel guide rails 22 and 24 
supporting a basket 26. 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the ihower seat 10 with the basket 26 
removed from the underside of the/horizontal surface. The basket may 
be slid either aft or forward to allow a user to access the interior of the 
basket while still attached to the guide rails 22 and 24 (in a similar 
fashion to opening or a drawer)) or completely removing the basket from 
the guide rails (as illustrated In FIG. 2). 

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the shower seat 10 of FIG. 2 with the 
basket removed from the shower seat. Leg 12 connects to leg 16 by a 
brace support 30. In addition, leg 14 connects to brace support 32. Each 
brace support is affixed to the underside of the horizontal surface 20, 
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diagonally crossing one another. The brace supports are positioned 
between the horizontal surface and the guide rails 22 and 24. The guide 
rails are affixed to the brace supports. In existing seats having screws 
holding brace supports to the underside of the horizontal surface, the 
guide rails may also utilize the same screws to affix the guide rails to the 
brace supports. However, the guide rails may be affixed to the brace 
supports in any fashion which connects the guide rails to the brace 
supports. The guide rails thus provide a dual purpose. First, the guide 
rails are used to hold the basket 26 underneath the horizontal surface. 
The second purpose is for the guide rails to provide additional structural 
strength and stability to the four support legs by acting as supports for 
each brace support. The horizontal surface 20 also includes a plurality 
of holes 38 allowing water to pass through the horizontal surface without 
pooling on the horizontal surface. The horizontal surface may be 
constructed of any rigid material, such as plastic. 

FIG. 4 is a front view of the leg 12, brace support 30, and leg 16 
forming a support assembly 37 removed from the horizontal surface 20. 
The legs 12 and 16 and the brace support may be one single piece 
constructed of any rigid material capable of supporting a person's 
weight, such as aluminum or steel. In an alternate embodiment of the 
present invention, the legs 12 and 16 and the brace support 30 may be 
three separate pieces joined together. Preferably, the brace support may 



PATENT APPLICATION 
DOCKET NO. 1238-0006 



include an indentation 36 allowing the brace support 32 to lie flat against 
the brace support 30. The leg 14, the brace support 32, and the leg 18 are 
constructed in a similar manner as illustrated in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 5 is a front view of the basket 26 removed from the shower 
seat 10. The basket includes two overhanging edges 40 and 42. The 
overhanging edges extend outwardly and are sized to fit within the guide 
rails 22 and 24. Each railing forms a lip to support each overhanging 
edge of the basket. As discussed above, the guide rails are preferably 
attached to the underside of the brace supports in such a manner that the 
guide rails can support the weight of the basket and any shower supplies. 
For example, the guide rails can be bolted, nailed or glued to the brace 
supports. The guide rails may be constructed of any material providing 
a surface capable of supporting a basket. In the preferred embodiment, 
the material is adapted for use in water, such as a plastic. As illustrated 
in FIG. 1, the guide rails support the basket by supporting the 
overhanging edges. 

Referring back to FIG. 5, the basket 26 includes a plurality of 
apertures 46. The basket includes four walls (only wall 48 is shown) 
and a floor 50. The basket has an open top allowing access to the 
interior 52. The apertures prevent water from being retained within the 
interior of the basket. 
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FIG. 6 is a partial side view of a portion of the shower seat 10 
having the basket affixed to a front portion 60. The basket may be 
positioned adjacent to the front portion 60 of the horizontal seat 20 by an 
adjustable rod 62. 

The adjustable rod is shaped in such a fashion as to fit within one 
of the holes 38 of the horizontal surface 20 and bent to retain the basket 
against the front portion of the horizontal surface. The adjustable rod 
may be any material having the strength to hold the basket and any 
shower supplies against the horizontal surface. The adjustable rod holds 
the basket in position by threading itself through one of the apertures 46 
of the basket. 

With reference to FIGs. 1-6, the operation of the shower seat 10 
will now be explained. The shower seat does not need to be permanently 
affixed to the shower or bath stall. In fact, one of the advantages of the 
shower seat is that it is a moveable seat which allows the easy removal 
and transport of the seat. A nurse may position the shower seat within 
a shower stall to allocate enough room for the nurse to be present within 
the stall. The patient is placed on the top of the horizontal surface 20. 
Any required shower supplies, such as soap, shampoo, and wash clothes 
may be located within the interior 50 of the basket 26. 

The basket 26 may be located undemeath the horizontal surface or 
affixed to the front or rear edge of the horizontal surface. With the 

-10- 
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basket located in any of these locations, the contents of the basket may 
be easily accessed by the nurse with one hand, which allows the nurse to 
support the seated patient with her other hand. Thus, if the basket is 
located underneath the horizontal surface and supported by the guide 
rails 22 and 24, the basket may be slid either forward or aft, depending 
on the location and desires of the nurse. The basket may be slid and 
removed from the underside by either sliding the basket forward or aft 
completely away from the guide rails. If the nurse desires for the basket 
to be retained in a position allowing even easier access to the nurse, the 
basket may be retained adjacent the horizontal surface 20 by the 
adjustable rod 62. 

FIG. 7 is a front view of the shower seat 10 without the basket 26 
in an altemate embodiment of the present invention. The shower seat 
may utilize a pivotable basket cover 80 which is attached to the bottom 
side of the horizontal surface 20. The cover 80 is preferably attached to 
the horizontal surface by a bolt 82 or screw. The cover is allowed to 
pivot about the bolt. However, the cover cannot move horizontally in 
relation to the horizontal surface. 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged partial view of the basket cover 80 of FIG. 
7 with the basket 26. Four outcroppings 84 are located on each comer 
of the guide rails 22 and 24. The basket is positioned between the basket 
cover and the outcroppings 84. 
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FIG. 9 is a bottom view of the horizontal surface of FIG. 7. As 
illustrated, the outcroppings are located near the edges of the horizontal 
surface on the guide rails 22 and 24. 

Referring to FIGs. 7-9, the basket cover 80 is used to prevent 
water from entering the interior of the basket 26 when positioned under 
the shower seat 10. If the horizontal surface includes holes 38, without 
the basket cover, water enters into the interior of the basket. The basket 
cover is pivotably mounted to the bottom side of the horizontal surface. 
With the basket positioned under the horizontal surface, the cover is 
horizontally aligned over the basket. The cover cannot pivot with the 
basket in place because the overhanging edges are pushed upwardly 
against the cover by the outcroppings. When the basket is pulled out 
from underneath the horizontal surface, the cover remains positioned 
under the horizontal surface. As the overhanging edges 40 and 42 are 
slide out along the guide rails, a space is provided between the 
outcroppings and the rear portion of the cover. Thus, with the basket 
partially slide out from under the horizontal surface, the cover is tilted 
rearwardly, guiding any residual water away from the basket. The basket 
continues to slide out from under the shower seat and, if desired, may be 
removed. 

The cover allows the contents of the basket to remain substantially 
dry when positioned under the shower seat. When the basket is slide 

-12- 
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outwardly, froni^.e^ the cover tilts in the 

appropriate direction to guide any excess water located on top of the 
cover away from the basket. In an alternate embodiment of the present 
invention, the outcroppings may be located on the overhanging edges. 
In such an altemate configurations, the outcroppings still perform the 
same function of tilting the cover in the appropriate direction. 

The shower seat 10 provides several advantages over existing 
shower seats. The shower seat is portable by allowing seat to be placed 
in any location. The shower seat also allows a nurse, or even the patient, 
to easily access shower supplies stored within a basket. The basket may 
be positioned under the horizontal surface or affixed adjacent to an edge 
of the horizontal surface. In either case, the basket's contents may be 
easily accessed. In addition, the basket may be slid outwardly, either to 
the rear or forward portions of the horizontal surface, to allow access or 
removal of contents within the basket. The unique configuration of the 
legs and guide rails also provides additional stability and structural 
strength to the shower seat by allowing the guide rails to act as supports 
for the legs and horizontal surface. 

It is thus believed that the operation and construction of the present 
invention will be apparent from the foregoing description. While the 
device described has been characterized as being preferred, it will be 
readily apparent that various changes and modifications could be made 
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therein without departing from the scope of the invention as defined in 
the following claims. 
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